
Ladino  Music  Group  Aljashu
Debuts in Boston

Yesterday, I had the privilege
of attending the debut concert
of  Aljashu,  a  group  formed  by
vocalist  Julia  Madeson  to
perform  songs  sung   in  the
Ladino  language,  a  combination
of  Hebrew  and  Spanish  spoken
(and sung) by Jews in Spain and

Portugal before the Spanish Inquisition,which began in 1492.

The  group’s  name  derives  from  a  Turkish-Jewish  Passover
dessert of matzoh (unleavened bread) piled with dried fruits
and nuts, drizzled with honey. With this metaphor of an often
afflicted past wherein Jewish populations have been forced out
of various places over their history while adopting sweet and
savory local gifts, Madeson writes in the program notes, the
group hopes to bring Ladino’s modal infused music to a wide
audience.

photo credit Adeline Goldminc-Tronzo;

Fo
r
se
ve
ra
l
ce
nt
ur
ie
s
be
fo
re

https://newcambridgeobserver.com/2009/12/11/ladino-music-group-aljashu-debuts-in-boston/
https://newcambridgeobserver.com/2009/12/11/ladino-music-group-aljashu-debuts-in-boston/
http://newcambridgeobserver.files.wordpress.com/2009/12/aljashu-12-094.jpg
http://newcambridgeobserver.files.wordpress.com/2009/12/julia-duet-21.jpg


th
ei
r
14
92
ex
pu
ls
io
n,
it
is
be
li
ev
ed
, 
90
 
pe
rc
en
t
of
al
l
Je
ws
li
ve
d
in
Po
rt
ug
al
an



d
Sp
ai
n
a
mu
lt
ic
ul
tu
ra
l
en
vi
ro
nm
en
t
th
at
af
te
r
in
cl
ud
ed
Ca
th
ol
ic
s
an
d 
Mu
sl
im



s.
 
Af
te
r
14
92
, 
so
me
 
Je
ws
re
ma
in
ed
on
th
e
Ib
er
ia
n
pe
ni
ns
ul
a,
op
en
ly
co
nv
er
ti
ng



to
Ca
th
ol
ic
is
m
bu
t
se
cr
et
ly
pr
ac
ti
ci
ng
Ju
di
as
m
(C
on
ve
rs
os
,
or
Mo
ra
no
s)
. 
Ma
ny
ot



he
rs
tr
av
el
ed
 
by
sh
ip
to
th
e
we
lc
om
in
g
Ot
to
ma
n
Em
pi
re
, 
to
li
ve
in
ci
ti
es
su
ch
as
Is



ta
nb
ul
,
Iz
mi
r
(t
he
n
Sm
yr
na
)
an
d
to
lo
ca
ti
on
s
in
an
d
be
yo
nd
th
e
Gr
ee
k
Is
la
nd
s,



su
ch
as
Rh
od
es
,
Sa
lo
ni
ca
,
an
d
Mo
ro
cc
o–
ca
rr
yi
ng
th
ei
r
la
ng
ua
ge
,
mu
si
c,
cu
st
om
s



an
d
tr
ad
it
io
ns
wi
th
th
em
.

Yesterday’s  concert,  at  the  Berkelee
College of Music, t featured songs and
music  several  centuries  old;  modern
compostitions  by  the  late  Judy
Frankel;   and  instruments  played  by
students and graduates of the Berkelee 
Guitar Department, where Ms. Madeson is
employed.

The music–which  sounded like yiddish or kletzmer melodies at
some  points–like  Latin  or  flamenco   at  others,  and  quite
frequently, like a mix of both–was played on the Turkish oud
(a lute and guitar relative), the lute-like saz, the banjo-
like cumbus–manufactured only in Istanbul, and on fretted and
fretless guitars. The percussion instruments represented the
cajon–widely used in Spain, and the dumbek, riq and zils,
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played extensively in Turkey.

Julia’s  operatic  voice  blended  beautifully  with  the
instrumental sounds of Tev Stevig, on strings, Brian O’Neill,
percussion, and  Berkeley students Sabi Saltiel on guitars and
saz, Cagri Erdom, Jussi Reijonen, and Jean-pierre D’Alencon,
on guitars, and with the voice of guest vocalist Sarah-Jane
Pugh, who, with Madeson  performed a lovely duet called Shaba.

The concert was performed in honor of  Chanukah, the Jewish
Festival of Lights.  A spring concert, entitled “Everlasting
Spring,” is in the works.
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